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PEACETIl®  ODIBCRIPTION  NOW  SLATED  FOR  EARLY  ACTION  IN  NEXT  CONGRESS 


Congressman  Clifton  A*  Woodrom,  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Post  War  Military  Policy 
announced  December  6  that  in  spite  of  opposition  by  religious  and  other  groups,  he  would 
call  for  hearings  on  peacetime  conscription  by  his  committee  soon  after  President  Roosevelt 
Is  IZBugurated  January  2O9  with  a  view  of  aiding  legislative  committees  in  the  formulation 
of  legislation*  Chairman  Andrew  J*  lAay  of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Committee,  and  member 
of  the  Post  War  Military  Policy  Caimittee,  indicated  that  the  drive  would  be  for  purely 
military  training  and  no  CCC,  NTA  or  other  civilian  pattern* 

The  United  Press  reported,  Kov*  25  that  another  hi^  ranking  member  of  the  committee  said  the 
American  Legion  will  take  on  the  job  of  educating  the  public  to  the  necessity  for  such  train¬ 
ing,  "because  of  opposition  based  on  apparent  lade  of  knowledge*"  Military  Affairs  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairman  Andrew  J*  May  of  Kentucky  said  the  longer  we  postpone  consideration  of  a  comr 
pulsory  training  bill,  "the  more  difficult  it  will  be*  It  may  be  impossible  to  pass  such 
legislation  after  the  war  because  there  may  be  a  reaction  against  anything  military*" 

It  has  been  predicted  that  all  boys  not  actually  xhysically  disabled  nor  mentally  incom¬ 
petent  will  be  required,  according  to  plans,  to  take  a  year  of  continuous  training  after 
hl^  school  or  at  age  20*  After  13  weeks  basic  training  the  remainder  of  the  year  would  be 
in  service  training  ~  many  in  special  service  schools  or  in  college*  According  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  News,  it  is  not  now  planned  to  use  these  men  outside  the  country  nor  to  require 
more  than  the  yearns  training,  but  encouraging  those  1A10  were  qualified  to  continue  in  noi>- 
commissloned  or  in  officer  training  schools* 

DO  IT  TODAY 

It  is  Important  to  see  that  the  question  is  discussed  on  the  program  of  all  organizations  in 
your  community  —  churches,  schools,  luncheon  clubs,  women's  clubs,  farm  organizations,  forums 
radio  panels,  etc*  See  that  letters  and  resolutions  go  to  the  press  and  to  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate*  Interview  members  of  Congress  y/hen  they  are  home 
for  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  visit  new  members  of  Congress  before  they  come  to  Whshington* 
If  conscription  is  to  be  defeated,  it  must  be  defeated  by  you,  the  people,  but  it  must  be  de¬ 
feated  in  Congress,  not  just  in  your  minds* 

COST  OF  UNIVERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING 

lhat  would  a  year  of  military  tiaining  for  a  million  young  men  cost?  So  far  no  official  es¬ 
timates  have  been  released*  The  special  committee  on  National  Defense  of  the  U*  S*  Chamber 
of  Commerce  estimated  rou^ly  a  cost  of  one  billion  dollars  annually  for  training  one  million 
young  men*  The  U*  S*  Chamber  of  Commerce  Committee  on  Negative  Arguments  in  a  report  signed 
V  Henry  I*  Harriman,  Chairman,  Fitzgerald  Hall,  Mward  P*  Palmer,  and  Harper  Sibley,  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  training  alone  would  cost  not  less  than  $1,800,000,000*  This  estimate  is 
based  on  a  statement  of  General  Frederick  H*  Osborn  in  his  report  to  the  President  dated  July 
30,  1943*  "The  estimated  cost  of  maintaining  an  enlisted  man  on  active  duty  for  one  year, 
exclusive  of  ordnance  and  overhead,  is  approximately  $1,500*"  The  Committee  report  goes  on 
to  say,  "But  an  initial  annual  cost  of  nearly  two  billion  dollars  is  not  the  vdiole  story* 

Three  months  is  eJ.!  that  is  required  for  the  basic  training  of  a  recruit*  The  balance  of  the 
I  year  is  to  be  spent  in  special  training  with  planes,  ordnance  az^  tanks  and  the  $1,500  per 
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trainM  does  x»t  cover  the  cost  of  ordzcince  and  overhead*  Nor  does  the  figure  $1,300,CXX>, 
000  include  the  coot  of  calling  tralz»ee  hade  to  the  ^lore  for  teoQporary  training  each 
7ear  and  It  le  probable  that  universal  military  training  will  ultimately  add  to  the  budget 
of  the  United  States  not  less  than  three  and  possibly  four  billion  dollars  per  year*" 

1942  EXFXNDITUBES  FOB  ZDUCilTION  IN  TBE  UNITED  STATES 

Coopare  the  above  figures  with  the  1942  expenditures  on  education  as  supplied  by  the  U*3* 
Office  of  Education  from  reports  submitted  to  them} 


Public  expenditures  -  Elementary  - 
Public  ejqpendltures  -  Secondary  • 
Public  expenditures  ••  BLgjoBr  learning  • 


-  $1,453,962,628.00 

-  868,736,060*00 

-  329.472.165*00 


Total  public  education  e^gpenditures  ------  2,671,653,202*00  * 

("Total  Includes  education  of  Indians,  the  deaf,  mentally  deficient,  etc*  ) 


Private  ejqpendltures  -  Elementary  -  •  -  - 

Private  expenditures  -  Secondary  -  -  -  - 

Private  ejQpendltures  -  learning  -  -  - 

Total  private  education  ejqpendltures  -  -  - 

("  Total  Includes  some  additional  private  Institutions) 


-  170,000,000*00 

-  66,000,000*00 

-  293.195.023*00 

-  531,894,384*00  ♦ 


i^UERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

ADVISES  AGAINST  HASTY,  ILL-CONSIDERED  FLAN  FOR  CONSCRIPTION 
The  American  Federation  of  Labor  In  Its  National  Convention  meeting  In  New  Orleans  on  Nbvem* 


ber  30  unanimously  adopted  the  recommendation  of  Its  Committee  on  Education,  lAiich  said  In 
part: 

"He,  therefore,  urge  (1)  that  this  convention  go  on  record  against  any  hasty  Ill- 
considered  plan  for  universal  military  conscription  for  youth*  (2)  that  we  req:uest 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  national  committee  representing  the 
armed  forces,  organized  labor,  management,  farm  organizations  eoid  educational  organ¬ 
isations  to  mshe  a  thorou^  study  of  this  problem  and  to  recommend  a  program  of  ac¬ 
tion*  and  (3)  that  the  Permanent  Committee  on  Education  continue  to  study  this  prob¬ 
lem  In  terms  of  national  and  International  developnents,  (4)  that  adequate  funds 
be  granted  to  the  United  States  Office  of  Education  to  establish  a  researdi  depart¬ 
ment  fftiidh  will  be  able  to  assist  In  the  study*" 

NATIONAL  FARMERS  UNION  OPPOSES  ACTION  NOW  ON  PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION 

On  November  22,  In  their  annual  Convention  which  was  held  In  Denver,  Colorado,  the  Natloxal 
Farmers  Union  passed  the  following  resolution^ 

"We  oppose  any  attempt  to  establish  permanent  peacetime  conscription  While  plans  are 
being  formulated  for  a  decent  peace  that  will  malce  nationalistic  militarism  unneces¬ 
sary*  " 

BEARINGS  ADVOCATE  REVISION  07  TWO-THIRDS  TREATY  RULE 


The  House  JtuHclazy  (Sommittee  conducted  hearings  last  week  on  legislation  to  the  pro¬ 

visions  for  treaty  ratification  from  a  two-thirds  vote  In  the  Semte  to  a  sixaple  majority 

In  both  houses*  It  was  argued  that  the  division  between  treaties  awA  agreements  tends  to 
be  an  arbitrary  one,  that  foreign  policy  affects  the  life  of  the  people  so  much  In  terms 
of  war  and  peace.  In  trade  and  agriculture.  In  relief  and  re  cons  ct  ruction,  that  all  people 


ou^t  to  feel  a  slaare  in  its  developooents  aiad  decisions*  It  was  pointed  out  that  a  majori¬ 
ty  vote  in  the  Senate  favored  Joining  the  League  of  liations  and  World  Court,  hut  that  the 
tvfo-thirds  rule  prevented  our  adherence* 

If  one  Senator  more  than  a  one- third  minority  is  against  a  measure,  that  means  in  practice, 
it  was  said,  that  one  Senator's  vote  equalled  two  other  Senators'  votes  axvi  that  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  mathematically  for  Senators  from  states  having  11^  of  the  people  to  outweigh  the 
rest  of  the  country* 

It  is  barely  possible  that  some  such  measure  will  go  thrcnagh  the  House  before  adjourment, 
but  the  Senate  seems  Jealous  of  its  prerogatives*  Advocates  of  revision  are  working  for 
action  now,  so  that  the  question  could  go  to  the  state  legislatures  this  winter*  A  three- 
fourths  vote  of  the  states  is  necessary  for  changing  this  constitutional  provision*  Copies 
of  the  hearings  can  be  obtained  from  the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  Old  House  Office  Bldg*, 
Washington,  D*  C* 

HO  HOPE  POB  PASSAGE  OP  P«  E*  P*  C*  BILLS  IN  THIS  C0NGBE3S 

Hopes  for  the  petssctge  of  the  Permanent  Pair  Qnployment  Practice  Commission  bills  (H*R*  4005 
and  S*  2048)  in  this  session  of  Congress  have  been  dropped*  Southern  Congressmen  in  dica- 
ted  they  w^d  filibuster  if  proponents  of  the  bills  sought  passage  before  Christmas*  The 
bills  have  been  reported  out  favorably  by  the  House  Labor  Committee  and  the  sub-committee 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  auad  Labor  respectively*  If  not  passed  in  this  session 
the  bills  will  have  to  be  re-introduced  and  referred  to  Committees  again*  It  is  possible, 
and  perhaps  likely,  that  the  Committees  will  get  out  early  reports  on  the  basis  of  hearings 
held  in  the  present  session,  althou^  if  they  choose,  the  Committees  may  hold  nsw  hearings 
and  re-open  them  to  opponents  of  the  bills*  In  the  latter  case  the  entire  work  of  marshal¬ 
ling  witnesses  will  have  to  be  done  again  by  the  supporters  of  the  bills*  The  National 
Council  for  a  Permanent  PEPC,  1410  H»  Street,  N*  W*,  Hlhshington,  D*  C*,  reports,  however  , 
that  the  recent  elections  will  send  to  Congress  many  new  friends  of  the  bills  anl  there  is 
some  hope  that  the  measures  will  receive  prompt  consideration  when  the  New  Congress  convenes 
in  January* 

CONGRESSIONAL  BEORGANIZATION  BILLS 

The  bill  by  Senator  Francis  Maloney  of  Connecticut,  (Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  23),  went 
throu^  the  Senate  unanimously  on  A'^g^^  23,  1944*  This  bill  proposes  the  establishment  of 
a  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  to  make  a  full  study  of  the  operations  of  Congress  and  to  re¬ 
commend  improvements*  This  bill  is  still  in  the  Rules  Committee  of  the  House*  However,  such 
a  study  will  probably  not  take  up  the  abolition  of  seniority  in  committees,  dialrmanships, 
nor  broadcasting  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  nor  abolition  of  the  poll  tax  in  electing  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress*  On  December  8,  the  House  passed  a  bill  introduced  by  Hep*  John  J*  Cochran 
of  Missouri  raising  the  allowance  for  clerk  hire  for  each  member  of  Congress  from  $6500  to 
$9500*  Such  action  now  goes  to  the  Senate  for  approval* 

Another  proposal  made  by  Representative  Howard  Smith  of  Virginia  and  Jerry  Voorhls  of  Calif¬ 
ornia  would  provide  a  staff  of  ea^erts  upon  whom  members  of  Congress  and  committees  could 
draw  for  infoimation  in  considering  or  drafting  legislation*  These  e:^erts  could  also  fol¬ 
low  legislation  after  its  passage  to  Judge  the  operation  of  laws  and  whether  ameikiments 
,  ^ould  be  offered  so  that  legislation  is  adequate  or  appropriate  for  the  purpose  agreed  upon 
by  Congress*  IQiis  bill  has  not  had  foxmal  action  yet  by  the  Hsuse  of  Representatives* 

MISSODRI  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 

The  proposal  for  a  Missouri  Valley  Authority  (8*2089  by  Senator  James  E*  Murray  of  Montana) 
will  be  re-introduced  in  the  next  Congress  and  already  is  creating  widespread  discussion 
in  the  country*  Chief  opposition  comes  from  two  sources  —  private  power  interests  ar«- 
dent  advocates  of  states  ri^ts*  Support  is  rising  rapidly  from  citlsens  and  orgeuiizatlons 
fbo  want  regional  planning  for  Irrigation  ,  flood  control,  development  of  cheap  power,  and 
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TTw-Hr-wim  developiient  of  resources  for  the  general  welfare*  Write  to  the  Senator  for  a  copy 
of  the  bill  ar^  give  it  thoughtful  study*  Ask  your  local  library  to  help  you  secure  infona- 
ation  on  the  accoiaplishments  of  the  Teniaessee  Valley  Authority  to  date,  and  vAiat  lessons 
could  be  drawn  from  T  V  A  experience  for  the  development  of  other  regions* 

CATHOLIC  BISHOPS  APPRAISE  DUIfflARTON  OAES  PROPOSALS 

No  final  date  has  been  announced  for  the  meeting  of  the  smaller  nations  to  consider  the  Dum¬ 
barton  Oaks  proposals  nor  when  and  if  President  Roosevelt,  Prime  Minister  Churchill  and  Mar¬ 
shal  Stalin  will  meet  to  iron  out  certain  unresolved  points  among  the  Big  Three  Powers* 

One  of  the  most  penetrating  analyses  of  the  weaknesses  in  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  proposals  was 
made  by  the  Catholic  Bishops  of  the  United  States*  The  full  text  of  the  Bishops'  statanent 
was  printed  in  the  United  States  News  for  December  1*  Some  excerpts  follow* 

"It  is  imperative  thnt  all  our  citizens  recognize  their  responsbillty  in  the  making  and 
malnteriance  of  the  peace*  They  must  infom  themselves  on  the  issues  and  fom  their  Judge¬ 
ments  in  the  li^t  of  sound  reason  and  our  Christian  democratic  traditions*  They  must  free 
themselves  from  hatred,  from  distrust,  from  the  spirit  of  mere  e:q)edlency,  from  national 
greed  and  from  indifference  to  ri^t  in  the  use  of  might,  and  they  must  fom  their  .^dge- 
ments  on  the  basis  of  stern  objective  realities***** . 

"We  have  no  confidence  in  a  peace  v^iich  does  not  carry  into  effect,  without  reservations  or 
eq[ulvo  cat  ions,  the  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter*  We  feel,  too,  that  it  should  provide 
assistance  for  prostrate  nations  in  reconstructirig  their  economic,  social  and  political  iz>- 
stitutions**. *  No  international  organization  will  be  able  to  maintain  a  peace  which  is  un¬ 
fair  and  unjust* 

"There  is  an  international  community  of  nations*  God  Himself  has  made  the  nations  interdepe 
dent  for  their  full  life  €Uid  growth*  It  is  not  therefore  a  question  of  creating  an  inter¬ 
national  community  but  of  organizing  it*  To  do  this  we  must  repudiate  absolutely  the  tragic 
fallacies  of  'power  politics'  with  its  balance  of  power,  spheres  of  influence  in  a  system 
of  puppet  goverrments  and  the  resort  to  war  as  a  means  of  settling  Intomational  difficul- 
tles****** 


"Mlg^t  must  be  subordinate  to  law****  the  international  institution  must  be  universal*  It 
must  seek  to  include,  with  regard  to  basic  equality  of  ri^ts,  all  the  nations,  large 
aM  small,  strong  and  weak*  Its  constitution  must  be  democratic*  While  it  is  reasonable  to 
set  up  a  Security  Council  with  limited  membership,  this  Council  must  not  be  an  instrument 
for  iinperlalistic  domination  by  a  few  powerful  nations*  Before  it  every  nation  must  stand 
on  its  rl^ts  and  not  on  its  power*  It  must  not  allow  any  nation  to  sit  in  Judgnent  in  its 
own  case*  Frankly,  it  must  recognize  that  for  all  nations  as  well  as  individuals  life  is 
not  static*  It  must  therefore  provide  in  its  charter  for  the  revision  of  treaties  in  th^  ii 
terest  of  Justice  and  the  common  good  of  the  international  conmunity  as  well  as  for  the  re¬ 
cognition  of  a  people's  coming  of  age  in  the  family  of  nations* ••• 

"In  fostering  and  promoting  international  cooperation  it  must  seek  to  guarantee  to  the  weak 
and  poor  nations,  economic  opportunities  \ifcich  are  necessary  to  give  their  peoples  reasonabl 
standards  of  living,  and  it  must  seek  to  prevent  selfish  monopolistic  control  of  raw  mater¬ 
ials  which  are  needed  for  the  economic  stability  of  other  nations .  It  is  a  Christ¬ 

ian  hope  we  want  to  realize,  the  hope  of  a  world  at  peace,  a  vrorld  of  sovereign  states,  co¬ 
operating  in  assuring  all  men  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rl^ts,  a  world  of  free  men  and 
free  mtione  with  their  freedom  secured  under  law." 

E*  Raymond  Wilson 
and 

Eleanor  D  cruel  as  Doak 


Third  Edition,  December  1944 


Should  the 
United  States 
Adopt 
Permanent 
Military 


? 
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OFFICIAL  STATEMENTS 

of  nineteen  important 
religious,  educational, 
civic,  and  labor  groups 


The  Educational  Policies  Conunission  of  the  th 
National  Education  Association  and  the  se 
American  Association  of  School  Admin-  dt 
istrators,  and  the  Problems  and  Plans  d( 

Committee  of  the  American  Council  on  se 

Education: 

(Joint  statement  adopted  March  13, 1944.)  th 

In  our  judgment  it  is  unwise  to  commit  the  nation 
at  this  time  to  a  year  of  universal  military  service  ^ 
for  the  following  reasons :  d 

(1)  Present  military  Fiecessity — Under  the  Selec*  ^ 

tive  Service  Act,  the  present  personnel  needs  of  the  ° 
Armed  Forces  are  being  met  so  far  as  the  nation’s  * 
resources  of  manpower  permit.  It  therefore  follows 
that  the  proposed  year  of  compulsory  military  ser¬ 
vice  is  to  be  conceived  in  terms  of  a  post-war,  not  F 
a  current,  undertaking.  No  basic  change  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  Selective  Service  System  is  necessary  to  provide 
required  military  personnel,  not  only  for  the  period  i  yr 
of  the  war,  but  also  for  the  period  immediately  fol-  < 
lowing  the  defeat  of  our  enemies.  ( 

(2)  Longtime  military  necessity — Since  the  pro-  * 
posed  year  of  compulsory  military  service  is  not  a  ' 
question  of  immediate  military  necessity,  it  must  be  * 
appraised  in  long  range  terms.  In  these  terms,  it  is 
clearly  impossible  at  this  time  to  debate  fairly  and  ' 
intelligently  the  question  of  whether  compulsory  ] 
military  service  is  a  national  military  necessity.  No 
one  can  foresee  the  international  situation  which  will 
exist  when  Germany  and  Japan  are  defeated.  Neither  < 
the  international  political  nor  the  international  mil¬ 
itary  situation  can  be  calculated  while  the  war  is 
still  in  progress.  Prophecies  on  this  subject  and 
debate  thereon  at  this  time  may  prove  detrimental 

to  sound  national  policy  and  to  the  unity  of  the 
United  Nations. 

(3)  Policing  the  peace — When  this  war  is  over, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  a  large  standing 
army  to  police  the  peace,  and  this  may  force  us  to 
adopt  compulsory  military  training.  No  one  is  in  a  ^ 
position  now,  however,  to  forecast  fully  the  inter¬ 
national  responsibilities  that  relate  to  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  foreign  territories.  Until  the  post-war  na¬ 
tional  situation  is  clarified,  it  seems  to  us  extremely 
unwise  and  even  dangerous  to  commit  the  nation  to 
such  a  revolutionary  chang^  in  fundamental  national 
policy  as  would  the  establishment  of  compulsory 
military  service. 

(4)  The  American  military  tradition  —  Our 
American  democratic  tradition  is  strongly  set  against 

a  large  standing  army.  We,  along  with  the  great  t 
body  of  Americans,  will  support  a  year  of  com-  | 
pulsory  military  service  when  we  are  convinced  that 
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the  safety  of  the  nation  requires  it.  We  tire  unre¬ 
servedly  for  adequate  preparedness,  but  we  see  great 
dangers  in  any  unnecessary  break  with  our  tested 
democratic  tradition  respecting  compulsory  military 
service  in  times  of  peace. 

(5)  The  opinion  of  the  young  men  now  fighting 
the  war — ^The  year  of  proposed  military  service,  if 
adopted  will  directly  affect  the  children  of  men  who 
are  now  fighting  in  the  armed  forces.  These  men 
should  have  a  voice  in  determining  the  desirability 
and  soundness  of  compulsory  military  service.  Their 
opinions  cannot,  however,  be  determined  until  the 
war  is  over.  This  constitutes  another  strong  reason 
for  delaying  decision  until  peace  has  come. 

(6)  The  nature  of  the  peace — ^The  American  peo¬ 
ple  are  fighting  this  war  with  the  high  hope  that  it 
will  eventuate  in  an  enduring  peace.  We  all  look 
for  measures  of  international  cooperation  which  will 

,  ^reduce  the  necessity  for  large  scale  post-war  military 
establishments.  If,  against  the  background  of  these 
great  expectations,  a  year  of  compulsory  military 
training  is  urged,  many  Americans  will  interpret 
such  action  as  a  signal  for  the  return  of  the  cynicism 
of  the  1920’s  or  an  admission  that  we  shall  all  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  in  an  armed  camp  and  that  the  hopes  of 
a  more  peaceful  world  are  not  to  be  realized. 

National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers: 

We  oppose:  (1)  Any  bill  providing  for  the  draft¬ 
ing  of  17-year-old  boys  for  military  service  until 
*  'more  effective  use  is  made  of  man  and  woman  power. 
(2)  HR  1806,  HR  3947,  or  any  like  measure  com¬ 
mitting  the  nation  at  this  time  to  a  program  of  post¬ 
war  military  training.  (May  25, 1944) 

The  Association  of  American  Colleges: 

During  the  stress  of  war  it  is  not  advisable  to 
draft  a  long-range  peacetime  program  for  either 
national  service  or  compulse'yr  military  training. 

I  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  theft,  the  mem^rs  of  the 

<  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  earnestly  urged 
not  to  pass  a  national  service  act  or  take  any  fur¬ 
ther  legislative  action  on  the  matter  of  compulsory 
training  until  after  the  war  is  over. 

This  urgent  appeal  is  made  because:  (1)  the 
'  present  Selective  Service  Act  is  effective  for  six 

1  months  after  the  duration  of  the  war,  (2)  our 

'  millions  of  men  and  women  in  active  service  have 

a  right  to  a  voice  on  such  an  important  change  in 
national  policy,  and  (3)  only  after  the  war  is  over 
t  and  the  nature  of  the  peace  is  more  clearly  indicated 

t  will  it  be  possible  to  establish  wise  policies  looking 

towards  national  defense  and  the  preservation  of 
t  peace.  (August  8,  1944) 
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tion  is  clarified,  this  countrj  should  not  depart  from 
its  tradition  which  has  always  opposed  conscription 
of  youth  in  times  of  peace. 

It  therefore  opposes  action  by  Congress  at  the 
present  time  on  bills  providing  for  post-war  com¬ 
pulsory  military  training.  (May,  1944) 

The  National  Farmers  Union: 

We  oppose  any  attempt  to  establish  permanent 
peacetime  conscription  while  plans  are  being  formu¬ 
lated  for  a  decent  peace  that  will  make  nationalistic 
materialism  unnecessary.  (November  22, 1944) 

National  Council  for  the  Social  Studies: 

In  view  of  die  fundamental  changes,  unsettled 
problems  and  uncertainties  which  would  be  entailed 
by  the  establishment  of  a  peacetime  program  of 
compulsory  military  training  for  all  American 
youth,  the  National  Council  for  the  Social  Studies 
goes  on  record  as  urging  delay  in  any  Congressional 
action  authorizing  a  peacetime  program  based  on 
compulsion.  The  Council  urges  that  no  action  be 
taken  until  our  educational  and  military  experience 
in  this  war  has  been  evaluated  and  until  our  mili¬ 
tary  needs  under  the  emerging  world  organization 
are  clear.  The  National  Council  recommends  the 
establishment  of  a  Congressional  committee  to 
evaluate  this  experience  and  clarify  those  needs. 
(November  25,  1944) 


SOME  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 
Opposing  Legislation  Now  for  Peacetime 
Conscription 

Catholic  Central  Verein  of  America 
Y.W.C.A.  Public  Affairs  Conunittee 
The  Railroad  Brotherhoods 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 
Post  War  World  Council 
Post-war  Policies  Committee  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Teachers 
The  Society  of  Friends 
The  National  Coimcil  of  Methodist  Youth 
National  Catholic  Women’s  Union 
The  Temple  Sisterhoods 
The  United  States  Student  Assembly 
The  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation 
Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America 


Additiojud  copies  of  this  leaflet  may  be  secured  from: 
FEUOWSHIP  OF  RECONCILIATION 
2929  Broadway,  Now  York  25,  N.  Y. 

Prices:  I  cent  oocfc;  $T  par  hundred;  $10  per  thousand 
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W«  are  deeply  concerned  about  the  plans 
being  laid  to  establish  permanent  peacetime 
conscription  and  compulsory  military  train¬ 
ing  and  service  in  our  beloved  country. 

Tlie  almost  three  hundred  year  old  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Society  of  Friends  against  war 
is  well  known,  and  though  many  individual 
members  are  not  upholding  it  at  this  time, 
we,  as  a  Yearly  Meeting,  wish  to  re-affirm 
our  loyalty  to  this  testimony  and  to  the  inner 
conviction  out  of  which  it  springs — the  in¬ 
compatibility  of  carnal  warfare  with  the  life 
and  teachings  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  majority  of  our  fellow-countrymen  are 
convinced  that  aggression  and  tyranny  can  be 
met  and  liberty  and  justice  be  defended  only 
by  war. 

We  are  just  as  anxious  as  our  neighbors  to 
overcome  greed  and  tyranny  and  to  promote 
liberty  and  justice,  and  while  we  can  under¬ 
stand  their  viewpoint  and  have  a  living  sym¬ 
pathy  with  them  in  their  suffering  on  account 
of  the  casualties  and  far  reaching  and  de¬ 
moralizing  effects  of  war,  we  must  needs  bear 
testimony  to  Christ’s  way  of  meeting  evil  and 
overcoming  it  with  good  even  to  the  suffering 
of  death. 

This  deep  faith  in  the  power  of  the  spirit 
of  love  imims  us  to  protest  against  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  peacetime  conscription  for  mili¬ 
tary  training  and  service,  which,  it  seems  to 
us,  will  commit  our  country  to  a  permanent 
military  prognram,  inducing  other  nations  to 
arm  for  their  own  protection  and  thus  lay 
the  foundations  for  other  wars  even  more 
terrible  than  this  one,  as  science  applies  its 
discoveries  and  inventions  toward  the  power 
of  death  and  destruction  instead  of  buildiiig 
the  arts  of  peace  for  the  benefit  of  human 
prognwB  in  living. 


Might  is  not  always  right,  and  even  if  it  is 
on  the  side  of  right,  its  method  of  coercion 
does  not  convince  the  evil  doer  but  rather  be¬ 
gets  in  him  friction  and  hatred  which  rankles 
and  grows,  waiting  for  a  time  when  revenge 
can  be  let  loose.  Might  is  thus  sowing  the 
s^ds  of  future  war.  If  might  is  on  the  wrong 
side,  as  it  often  is,  and  crushes  the  right,  we 
may  see  hope  and  encouragement  in  Bryant’s 
lines, 

“Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again 

The  eternal  years  of  God  are  here.’’ 

On  the  other  hand,  when  evil  is  overcome 
with  good — when  the  enemy  is  fed  and  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  way  love  provides,  the  evil  doer 
may  be  won  and  the  enemy  made  a  friend — 
and  the  victory  becomes  a  constructive  vic¬ 
tory  of  peace  and  cooperation. 

If  our  boys,  and  possibly  ^rls,  too,  are 
drafted  into  government  training  at  an  im¬ 
mature  age,  before  they  are  prepared  to  make 
far  reaching  decisions  and  l^fore  their  char¬ 
acters  are  fully  developed,  they  will  come  tp 
be  military  minded  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  generations,  at  the  most,  our  democratic 
and  peace-loving  people  will  tend  to  be  mold¬ 
ed  into  an  imperial  military  power,  perpetu¬ 
ating  the  ideals  of  war  and  domination,  and 
in  the  course  of  time,  as  history  teaches  us, 
spiritual  values  having  been  disregarded,  the 
nation  becomes  morally  and  physically  weak, 
and  finally  succumbs  to  a  power  that  has 
grown  stronger.  "They  that  take  the  sword 
shall  perish  with  the  sword.’’ 

If  we  are  to  have  a  lasting  peace  when  this 
war  is  ended,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring 
about  a  great  reduction  of  armaments  and  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  training  and  preparation  for 
war.  Preparation  for  war  must  be  turned  into 
preparation  for  peace.  Our  country  is  the  one 
to  set  the  example. 


“Were  half  the  power,  that  fills  the  worhl 
with  terror, 

Were  half  the  wealth,  bestowed  on  camps 
and  courts, 

Given  to  redeem  the  human  mind  from  error, 
There  were  no  need  of  arsenals  or  forts.” 

Real  religion  cannot  be  separated  from  our 
daily  lives,  and  religion  should  motivate  our 
actions,  'fhis  applies  not  only  to  individuals 
but  also  to  nations.  Therefore,  when,  through 
obedience  to  the  light  of  Christ  in  the  heart — 
“That  light  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world,”  the  spiritual  side  of 
man’s  nature  is  developed  equally  with  the 
material  side — ^when  the  wonderful  vision  of 
Christ’s  message  of  love  fully  dawns  upon  the 
hearts  of  the  nation  and  actuates  all  its  move¬ 
ments,  then  the  prophecy  of  old — “Nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more,”  will  be  ful¬ 
filled. 

Issued  by  Authority  of 

Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends  held  at  Bamesville,  Ohio 
1944 


For  Additional  Copies  address 
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